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2012 DSF Scholarship Application

Guidelines

Summary

The Diplomatic Security Foundation (DSF) awards an annual college scholarship of $2,500 to a high school senior planning on attending any institute of "higher" learning (at the university, community or vocational level).  This year’s award is for HS seniors entering their freshman year during the 2012/2013 school year. 

At least one award will be made for the 2012/2013 school year.  As available funds are increased, the number of scholarships and/or the amount of each will increase.

DSF scholarships are available to students related to a Diplomatic Security employee who is either an active, retired, former or deceased DS employee (with over 5 years of service), or a contractor (with 3 or more years consecutive service with DS).  
Criteria for Applicants

Applications will be judged on a combination of academic performance, extra curricula activities, community service and an essay.  

Promoting Scholarship

The DSF Scholarship will be promoted via broadcast email throughout DS, through word of mouth and on our website.  Application forms and instructions will be on the DSF website no later than February 1, 2012.

Time Line

· February 1, 2012 - Scholarship Applications available online

· May 1, 2012 – Application Deadline

· June – Blind application review and scoring by the committee begins

· July – Scholarship(s) Awarded

Judging Applications

A selection committee will be created to review all applications.  Applications will first be received the DSF Manger and reviewed for completeness and receipt of all required documents.  Student names will be removed and each application will be assigned a number.  Blind (numbered) applications will be sent to the selection committee.  Members of the committee will score each application following established guidelines.  

Additional Information

· The DSF scholarship is a single award, awarded to a high school senior.  It is not a “renewable” scholarship.
· Scholarship Amount ($2,5000) to be awarded may be altered annually based on funds available.

· Should there be a tie; the selection committee may elect to award multiple scholarships, either of the same amount ($2,500) or half of the amount to each student.

· DSF recognizes this is a good faith effort and will not require documentation from winning students of how money was spent.  Scholarship monies should be used towards tuition, room and board, or other education materials or fees.
· We encourage students to stay in touch and keep DSF informed of their success in college.

· Scholarship recipient agrees to reimburse DSF the amount of the scholarship awarded if he/she withdraws, or is expelled during the scholarship period.  The scholarship period is from the date award is made through the end of the second semester of the institution attended.  For example: 7/1/12 (award date) through 5/15/13 (end of 2nd semester).
· Scholarship applications may be obtained from the DSF website:  www.dsfoundation.org/scholarshipinfo, by calling the DSF office at 703.439.4404, or by email request tomanager@dsfoundation.org .
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2012 DSF Scholarship Application

Requirements

Scholarships will be awarded on the basis of demonstrated academic and extracurricular activities. Completed applications must be postmarked no later than May 1, 2012. Award(s) will be made July 2012.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

To be eligible, students must meet the following criteria:

· Students must be related to an active, retired, former (with over 5 years of service), contractor (with 3 or more years consecutive service with DS), or deceased Diplomatic Security employee.  
· Be a high school senior graduating spring 2012
· Have a cumulative 2.5 grade point average
· Be accepted by an accredited university, college or vocational school
APPLICATION PROCEEDURE

All applications absolutely must include:

· The completed, attached application (which will be blind copied prior to giving to the Screening Committee in order to protect anonymity)
· *One (1) letter of recommendation from an academic staff member

· *One (1) letter of recommendation from a community leader (i.e. Pastor, employer, etc.)

· One (1) 500-word essay (typed, no more than 500 words) on the following topic: 

What are your life goals, and how will a “higher learning” degree help you reach them?
· One (1) list (typed) of extracurricular activities and achievements

· High School transcript 
· SAT and/or ACT scores (please include a copy of test score results)
· Letter of acceptance from accredited university, college or vocational school (copy of acceptance letter)
*Letters of recommendation may be submitted with the entire application package or mailed separately (if mailed separately, letters must be received by the deadline). Please check with your letter writers that they have submitted a letter on your behalf. You may also contact us (manager@dsfoundation.org) to verify receipt of letter. If letters are not received, you application will be considered incomplete.
Consideration for the scholarship will take place only if ALL application requirements are met.

Applications must be postmarked by May 1, 2012. Applications will be reviewed in June, with a winner announced July 2012. 

MAILING INFORMATION
Completed applications may be sent via mail, email or hand delivered – postmarked or delivered by May 1, 2012

No Staples and No Paper Clips

NO NEED TO SEND FEDEX or PRIORITY mail! (You may contact us directly to verify receipt  at manager@dsfoundation.org)
Mail or deliver application:

· Email: manager@dsfoundation.org 

· Mail: 
DSF

Attn: Scholarship Committee

PO Box 228

Dunn Loring, VA  22027
· Drop off: applications may be dropped off at the DSSAA gift shops at SA-20 and DSTC.

QUESTIONS: If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us for additional information. We’re happy to help out. 703.439.4404; manager@dsfoundation.org
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2012 Diplomatic Security Foundation

Scholarship Application

All information on this application form will be considered confidential

CONTACT INFO

Name (first, middle, last) :

Mailing Address: 

E-Mail: _______________________________________   Alt email or phone:

DS Family Member who is related to Applicant:

1. DS Family Member name:


2. and connection to DS (i.e. job title, retired agent, etc): 


3. and relationship to applicant: (i.e. mother, step-father, uncle, etc):


HIGH SCHOOL

High School: 


City/State (or country):  


Post-Secondary Institution Plans

Post-Secondary Institution you plan to attend: 

Your application to this school:
Accepted________

Pending*_________

(* if pending, please notify us ASAP upon notification)

Your career objective: 

GPA

Cumulative GPA:  _______ 
9th Grade GPA: ______   10th Grade GPA: ______   11th Grade GPA: ______   12th Grade, GPA: ______
SAT 

	_____/800 - Critical Reading 

_____/800 - Mathematics 

_____/800 - Writing

_____/2400   SAT TOTAL 


	(Optional) Subject test scores:

_____/800  in subject:___________

_____/800   in subject:___________

_____/800   in subject:___________




ACT 
_____/36 - COMPOSITE SCORE
Recommendation letters are required.  One letter must be from high school academic staff and one from a community leader (i.e. pastor, employer, etc.).  List names and addresses of the two persons you have asked to send a letter of recommendation.  These persons may not be relatives.
1) High School Academic Staff Member
Name:


Title: 


Relationship to applicant


Email: 

(Optional. This will only be used if DSF has not received letter by deadline)
2) Community Leader
Name:


Title: 


Relationship to applicant


Email: 


(Optional. This will only be used if DSF has not received letter by deadline)

Student Name (first/last)


Signature of Student 

Signature of Parent/Guardian 

Completed application including: application; academic staff (1) & community leader (1) recommendations; and transcript must be received (POSTMARKED) by the Diplomatic Security Foundation (DSF) Scholarship Committee, PO Box 228, Dunn Loring, VA 22027 (application, essay and extracurricular may be emailed to manager@dsfoundation.org) no later than May 1, 2012.  NO NEED TO SEND FEDEX or PRIORITY mail, postmark is sufficient.
Please make sure your name is indicated on every page of your application package.  
NO staples or clips

Incomplete application packages will not be considered. 
Award announced July 2012. All applicants will be notified of results in July. 
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