
Article for DS Internal Newsletter - 2016 
 

1 
 

 

More than 280 golfers turned out to participate in the 26th 

Annual Mike Considine Charity golf outing at Lansdowne Resort 

in Leesburg, Va. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 Charity Golf Outing Most Successful Yet 

By Aaron Testa, DS Public Affairs Officer 

 

This past June, the Diplomatic Security Foundation held its 26th Annual Mike Considine Charity 

golf outing at Lansdowne Resort in Leesburg, Va. – the most successful golf outing to date. The 

event was completely sold out with more than 50 golfers left on the waiting list. 

 

More than 280 golfers turned out to support the event, which is the primary source of income 

for the Diplomatic Security Foundation (DSF), according to Walt Deering, DSF’s golf outing 

chairperson and former acting assistant director for Domestic Operations.  

 

“This year has been a phenomenal year for sponsorship,” said Deering.  

 

According to Deering, the 2016 outing had more than 100 sponsors who donated more than 

$200,000 in sponsorship support – that’s up from $150,000 just last year.  

 

This year is the Diplomatic Security Service’s (DSS) 100th Anniversary, which may be one of the 

reasons behind the increased support.  
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“The DSS Centennial provides a unique opportunity to 

recognize the efforts of courageous individuals, who 

over the last 100 years, have helped to keep our 

diplomats safe and protect American interests abroad,” 

said Deering.  

 

A special group of sponsors was added this year: the 

100th Anniversary Sponsors. According to Deering, 

three such sponsors each donated more than $25,000 

to the cause.  

 

“We appreciate the support. The amount of money 

you’re able to provide us, which allows us to continue 

to give assistance to those in need around the world, is 

beyond measure,” said DSS Director Bill Miller. “There’s 

no way we could ever duplicate that.” 

 

According to Director Miller, while we benefit from the 

trust and confidence of the American people, it is most 

often the camaraderie, trust, and confidence that we 

have in each other – whether you are a member of DSS 

or one who supports DSS – that makes the bureau 

successful.  

 

“DSF is a non-profit charitable foundation. We use the 

funds raised from this event – from donations from individuals and contributions from the 

Combined Federal Campaign – to support our mission,” said Deering. 

 

The mission of DSF is to provide timely financial support and charitable contributions to 

members and their immediate family of the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Diplomatic 

Security and colleagues in the law enforcement and U.S. foreign affairs community. 

 

“Whether it is flying to Frankfurt to visit with those who’ve been injured in attacks on missions 

overseas or providing for those who are simply trying to get home to loved ones who are ill,” 

said Director Miller, “The support the Foundation has provided over the years has given a 

measure of comfort to family members that they wouldn’t have known otherwise.” 

 

 

About the Diplomatic  

Security Foundation 

 

Founded in 1995, the Diplomatic 

Security Foundation (DSF) is a 

nonprofit, charitable organization 

that provides timely financial 

support to members and families 

of the Bureau of Diplomatic 

Security, and to colleagues in the 

law enforcement and U.S. foreign 

affairs community. Contributions 

are given to individuals and 

families in the event of death, 

illness, catastrophic disasters, and 

other extreme circumstances.  

Since 2006, DSF has given 

$666,425 in grants and 

scholarships to members of the DS 

family.  For more information, visit 

www.dsfoundation.org. 
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But this support “goes beyond the Diplomatic Security Service,” said Deering. “We are here to 

support everyone in the worldwide DS family during times of hardship or crisis.”   

 

In 2015, DSF gave over $81,000 to those in need. Recently, DSF gave $3,000 to the family of a 

local guard at U.S. Embassy Kabul, who died of a heart attack while at post. DSF provided 

$2,000 to the family of a local guard at U.S. Embassy Juba, who was killed during a robbery of 

his home. Nearly $12,000 was provided to cover medical expenses for 21 local guards from the 

Kabul Embassy Security Force, who were injured during a Taliban attack in January 2016.  

 

“It’s not without danger, it’s not without risk that we serve around the world,” said Director 

Miller. 

 

According to Director Miller, as an organization, we recognize that this financial support can’t 

take away the pain or give back to the family the person whom they’ve lost.  

 

“But it does allow us to continue their life service as we help, through the Foundation, to 

provide for their spouse or their children – those whom they’ve worked so hard for,” said 

Miller. 

 

Director Miller delivered remarks during the event’s luncheon, which followed 18 holes of golf 

on Lansdowne’s Robert Trent Jones and Greg Norman courses – about six hours of the most 

beautiful weather of the year.  

 

The day was not just a chance to support a great cause – it was an opportunity for camaraderie 

and reflection. The reality of current events and role of those who serve DS around the world 

were ever-present on our minds. Before the day began, attendees took a moment of silence for 

the lives lost in the Orlando terror attack on June 12, 2016.  

 

“This past weekend has been a tough weekend for America,” said Director Miller. “It’s also 

been a tough weekend for us in other places around the world. We lost a guard of ours in a 

southern African country defending our mission, defending one of our homes. He gave his life 

for the two occupants of that home on Friday morning.” 

 

These are the men and women who serve the mission of DS. And it is their families and loved 

ones who benefit from the generosity of the supporters of the 2016 Mike Considine Charity golf 

outing.  
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Speaking to the attendees and sponsors, Director Miller added, “As we continue to defend our 

American flag in far-flung regions of the world, we believe in what we do. And what you do 

gives us the ability to do it so much better, so much finer all the time,” said Director Miller.  

 

“I encourage our colleagues who are currently serving in the DSS here and abroad, if you know 

someone who needs some financial assistance, don’t be afraid to come to the board with the 

request for assistance. We’re here to help,” said Deering. 

 

Mark your calendars for next year’s 27th Annual Mike Considine Charity golf outing at the 

Lansdowne Resort on Monday, June 5, 2017. If you would like to participate, donate, or 

volunteer, please reach out to Sarah Rothleder at sarah@dsfoundation.org. 

 

It was a gorgeous, sunny day at the clubhouse at 

Lansdowne Resort as more than 250 attendees 

prepare to hit the links at the 26th Annual Mike 

Considine Charity golf outing to benefit the 

Diplomatic Security Foundation, in Leesburg, Va., 

June 13. (U.S. Department of State photo) 

 

 

Ric Pohland and Jeff Teague from American 

Security Programs are ready to hit the links at the 

26th Annual Mike Considine Charity golf outing at 

Lansdown Resort in Leesburg, Va., June 13, 2016. 

(U.S. Department of State photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sarah@dsfoundation.org
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Wendy Bashnan (left), executive assistant to the assistant 

secretary of the Bureau of Diplomatic Security and Special 

Agent (Ret.) Al Bigler (right) stand outside the clubhouse at 

Lansdown Resort ready to hit the links at the 26th Annual Mike 

Considine Charity Golf Outing in Leesburg, Va., June 13, 2016. 

(U.S. Department of State photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim Denning (far right) from STG warms up his swing, along 

with other attendees at the 26th Annual Mike Considine 

Charity golf outing at Lansdown Resort in Leesburg, Va., 

June 13, 2016. (U.S. Department of State photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lined up and ready to go, the caravan of 

golfers prepares to roll out from the 

clubhouse to one of 18 assigned holes for the 

shotgun start of the June 13 DSF Mike 

Considine Charity golf outing. (U.S. 

Department of State photo) 
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Keith Emery, from Rebel Yell Arms, proudly displays his DSS coin 

ahead of the start of the 26th Annual Mike Considine Charity golf 

outing at Lansdown Resort in Leesburg, Va., June 13, 2016. (U.S. 

Department of State photo) 

 

    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Left to right: Special Agent Edward Glance, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Training Scott 
Moretti, Special Agent Daniel Arich, and Dave 
Neville from Sterling Armory, Leesburg, Va., 
June 13, 2016. (U.S. Department of State 
photo) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Left to right: DS Special Agents James Ulin 
and Kevin Sleight, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 
2016. (U.S. Department of State photo) 
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Left to right: Michael Carrasco and Jake Zimmerman from 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 2016. (U.S. 
Department of State photo) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Left to right: Special Agent (Ret.) Bob 
Davis, Former DSS Director Pete Bergin, 
Special Agents (Ret.) Bill Trites, and 
John Tello, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 
2016. (U.S. Department of State photo) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Left to right: Kevin Dixon (brother of 
DS Agent), Special Agent Jerry Tavaris, 
Brad Dixon (father of DS Agent), and 
Chris Carter from the Maney 
Consulting Group. (U.S. Department of 
State photo) 
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Left to Right: SAIC’s Proposal Senior Manager, 
Dave Phillips and Contracts Senior Manager, 
Charlie Pruett, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 2016. 
(U.S. Department of State photo) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Left to right: CTO Operations Branch 
Chief Tammy Criner and DS 
Information Systems Security Officer 
Moses Whitlow, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 
2016. (U.S. Department of State photo) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Left to right: Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Domestic Operations 
John Eustace, Joe Eustace (son of 
John), former Deputy Assistant 
Secretary Barry Moore, and Director of 
Domestic Facilities Protection John 
Hampson, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 
2016. (U.S. Department of State photo) 
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Zach Smith from ZolonTech, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 2016. (U.S. 
Department of State photo) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Left to right: From the All Native Group, 
Ben Rollins, Mike Kairis, Rick Soler, and 
Stephen Foye, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 
2016. (U.S. Department of State photo) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walter Deering, Vice President of the 
Board for DSF, thanks sponsors and 
supporters of this year’s Mike Considine 
Charity Golf Outing at Lansdowne Resort, 
Leesburg, Va., June 13, 2016. (U.S. 
Department of State photo) 
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Diplomatic Security Special Agents 
Association President Jim Minor (right) 
presents a donation to DSF: “People come to 
us with real needs for families, children, 
spouses that have been affected by 
providing security for us overseas – the 
money goes to a great thing. I want to thank 
all the sponsors for really stepping up,” he 
said, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 2016. (U.S. 
Department of State photo) 
 

 
DSF Board Member, Chip McElhattan (left) 
shakes hands with Sallyport employee 
Jeremy Rains, after presenting him with a 
raffle prize: a combat veteran-made wooden 
flag from Flags of Valor, Leesburg, Va., June 
13, 2016. (U.S. Department of State photo) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DSS Director Bill Miller (right) is presented 
with his raffle prize – a Baltimore Orioles 
autographed baseball by Jonathan Schoop. 
“He doesn’t just talk the talk, he walks the 
walk with a raffle ticket purchase,” said Kevin 
Flanagan, the luncheon emcee and DSF Board 
Member, Leesburg, Va., June 13, 2016. (U.S. 
Department of State photo) 
 
 
 

 
 


