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DS takes care of its own 
 
That is what the annual Diplomatic 
Security Foundation’s (DSF) Mike 
Considine Charity Golf  Outing is all 
about. Supporting this worthy cause, while 
enjoying a beautiful spring day on the golf  
course, is just the type of  unifying event 
that brings together Diplomatic Security 
staff  and retirees, sponsors, corporate 
executives, and friends and family.

On June 1, DSF’s 25th annual golf  outing 
was held at Lansdowne Resort in Leesburg, 
Virginia. Over 250 golfers participated this 
year, but even more wanted to be a part 
of  the day. According to DSF’s Executive 
Director Sarah Rothleder, “The event 
was completely sold out this year! Over 
50 golfers asked to be added to a waiting 
list to get a spot on one of  the teams.”

The golf  outing is the Foundation’s 
primary source of  income.  

This year’s event raised $161,000, 
which exceeds previous year totals, 
a testament to the growing support 
from sponsors and DS staff.

DSF Board of  Directors President Cliff  
Flowers said, “The day could not have 
gone any better. While supporting the 
Foundation’s terrific cause and great 
mission of  helping our colleagues in 
time of  need,” he said, “we took a day 
off  of  work to enjoy the game of  golf  
while catching up with and meeting new 
friends.” 

Let the games begin!

The teams of  golfers streamed out 
of  the clubhouse in their carts at 
8:30 a.m. to begin play on two of  
the resort’s courses, the Robert Trent 
Jones and Greg Norman Courses. 
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About the Diplomatic 
Security Foundation

Founded in 1995, the 
Diplomatic Security 
Foundation (DSF) is a 
nonprofit, charitable 
organization that provides 
timely financial support to 
members and families of 
the Bureau of Diplomatic 
Security, and to colleagues 
in the law enforcement and 
U.S. foreign affairs community.  
Contributions are given to 
individuals and families in 
the event of death, illness, 
catastrophic disasters, and 
other extreme circumstances. 
In the past seven years, DSF 
has provided close to $400,000 
to members of the DS family in 
times of hardship or crisis.  
For more information, visit  
www.dsfoundation.org.

At the start of the day, the caravan of golfers rolls out from the clubhouse to one of eighteen 
assigned holes for the shotgun start of the June 1 DSF Mike Considine Charity Golf Outing.  
(U.S. Department of State photo)

By: Jan Quade, Writer, Diplomatic Security Public Affairs
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LEFT TO RIGHT, former Deputy Assistant Secretary Barry Moore and Eric 
Kronman and Greg Schaub from Triple Canopy enjoy a day on the course 
devoted to the DS Foundation’s annual charity fundraiser. June 1, 2015  
(U.S. Department of State photo)

Golfers at all skill levels were eligible to win various contests 
throughout the course of  play — from a hole-in-one, to the longest 
drive, the straightest drive, and closest to the pin — among others.  
 
The DSF annual charity golf  outing is the kind of  event 
where players at any skill level are welcome to participate. 
If  your shot turns out to be a worm burner, or even if  

your swing fails to connect with the golf  ball — hey, no 
problem — it is all about supporting our DS family!

Although no one achieved a hole-in-one this year, Walt Deering, 
DSF’s golf  outing chairperson and former Acting Assistant 
Director for Domestic Operations, was one of  two winners of  
the hole-in-one putting contest on the Greg Norman Course.

LEFT: After carefully reading the green at the putting green contest, Walt Deering makes his putt.  RIGHT: Hole-in-one at the putting green! One of only 
two winners at this year’s golf outing putting contest, Deering glories in his victory! June 1, 2015 (U.S. Department of State photos)
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Washington Field Office Special Agents team up to play for the DS family. Two of the agents also headed up the raffle prize donation 
effort. Through their outreach, they gathered over $10,000 in raffle prizes, and reported that “the donating companies were all happy to help with such  
a worthy cause.” June 1, 2015 (U.S. Department of State photo)

About 1 p.m., just as a thunderstorm 
was rolling in from the western skies, 
the golfers were finishing their games. 
When they arrived back at the clubhouse, 
a hearty luncheon buffet and iced 
beverages awaited them in the cool shade 
of  the banquet hall. 

Celebrating the winners

Walt Deering opened the luncheon 
program by thanking the many corporate 
and individual contributors, as well as 
the host of  volunteers who worked 
hard to make the day a success. “With 
the continued support of  donors and 
sponsors like you,” he said, “we can 
continue our mission and help take 
care of  our worldwide family.” 

He also gave special recognition to 
guest organizations who participate 
each year, including the U.S. Marine 
Corps Marine Security Guard Group 
from Quantico, and members of  the 

Fairfax County and District of  Columbia’s 
metropolitan police departments.

Assistant Secretary of  State for Diplomatic 
Security Greg Starr and Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary (PDAS) Bill Miller, both 
strong advocates for DSF, also came out 
to show their support and thank the day’s 
participants. 
 
Assistant Secretary Starr said, “Every single 
day, we ask police and security officers 
around the world to protect U.S. embassies 
and diplomatic facilities. Many of  them 
are at the lowest end of  the earnings 
chain, and most of  you are well aware of  
the places where we work. There is often 
no safety net for a lot of  these people.”

“And yet they come to their jobs every day 
ready to face down dangerous situations,” 
he continued, “and they are critical 
team members who help us conduct 
diplomatic activities around the world.”

PDAS Miller also spoke of  his gratitude  
for the Foundation and its many supporters. 
“Thank you for your heartfelt participation 
in being a part of  our family, a family  
who manages to take care of  our  
far-flung members so well,” he said. 

“There has not been a time when 
Diplomatic Security has asked for 
anything that the Foundation has 
batted an eye,” PDAS Miller continued. 
“That speaks volumes for the care and 
concern we have for one another. For 
that, thank you very, very much.”

Here are just a few examples of  how DSF 
has helped out over the past few years:

• A local guard at U.S. Embassy 
Cotonou in Benin fell ill and passed 
away on his way home from work. 
He left behind his wife and six 
children. The Foundation gave 
his family $2,710, which was the 
amount of  the guard’s yearly salary.
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• In February 2013, a local guard at 
U.S. Embassy Ankara in Turkey 
witnessed the death of  his colleague 
when a suicide bomber entered 
the compound and detonated a 
bomb he had concealed beneath 
his clothing. Now suffering from 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
DSF donated $3,800 to help cover 
his uninsured medical costs.

• An officer at the U.S. Mission to 
the United Nations received $7,500 
to cover uninsured costs for his 
pregnant wife and unborn child who 
needed an extended hospital stay.

• During an attack on U.S. Embassy 
Sana’a in Yemen in 2014, a local 
guard force member was killed. 
The Foundation gave $1,800 to 
his wife and four children, which 
represented one year’s salary.

• A DS special agent, who was 
displaced and lost most of  her family’s 
possessions during a natural disaster, 
was given $3,000 to help cover the 
costs of  replacing her belongings.

• A local guard at U.S. Embassy 
Skopje in Macedonia, who is 
receiving cancer treatments, was 
given $3,500 to help cover costs.

The luncheon program’s grand finale, 
emceed by retired Special Agent Kevin 
Flanagan, recognized the contest winners, 
bestowed the numerous awards, and 
selected the lucky raffle winners. His 
spirited awards presentation kept the 
audience entertained and laughing 
as the many winners came up to the 
podium to collect their prizes.

He continued, “We would also like to 
thank two agents from the Washington 

Field Office, Jason Santiago and Garrett 
Smith, who rounded up numerous 
raffles prizes this year. They did an 
amazing job of  strong arming, I 
mean, motivating many organizations 
and individuals to contribute to our 
event this year. Great job, guys!”

Mark your calendar for next year

Next year’s charity golf  outing is already 
in the planning stages. It will be held on 
June 13, 2016, at the Lansdowne Resort. 
If  you would like to participate, donate, 
or volunteer, please reach out to Sarah 
Rothleder at sarah@dsfoundation.org.
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